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ExopUs . 7. 


. og not take the Name of the 
Lord thy God in vain; fir 'the Lord 
,avill not bold him gut 1tleſs hat — 
"th his Name in vain. 


z T were good that you ſhould * 


1 2 often read the 1 gth Chapt D 
N of Exodus, to ee with what 
. a dreadful Solemnity, the Ten 


| Commandments were delivered by Gop 


to Moſes from Mount Sinai: ver. 16. 
It came to paſs on the third Day, in the 
Morning, that there were Thunders and 
 Lightnings, and a thick Cloud upon the 
Mount, and the Voice of the Trumpet 
exceeding loud; ſo that all the People 
that was in the Camp trembled. And 
Moſes brought forth the People out of 
the Camp to meet with God, and they 
| flood at the nether Part of the Maut, 8 
And Mount Sinai was altogether: on a + 
Smoek,. becauſe the Lord deſcended upon 
it in Fire ; ; and the Smoak thereof a. 
cended as the Smoak of a Furnace ;_ and 
the whole Mount quaked greatly. This 
was a Sight ſo terrible, that Moſes him- 
ſelf ſaid ( Heb. xii, 2 1.) I exceedingly 
fear and guale: And for the People, 
＋ er, when they ſaw the Fire, the 

Ai: Blackneſs, 

24 * 
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Blackneſs, Darkneſs, and the Tem- 
\peſt, and heard the Thunder, Trum- 
pet, and the Voice of Gop —remeved 
and food afar off, and_ſaid to Moſes, 
Speak Thou with us, and we will hear ; 


7. 


But let not God ſpeak with us, left we die. 


The Words which Gop ſpake, with 


this amazing,” dreadful Preparation, 
were the Ten Commandments, Do you 
therefore thinktheſe Wordswere Words 
to be neglected, or forgotten? I have 
repeated a few of theſe Paſſages, that 
what I am going to ſay may make the 
deeper Impreſſion on your Minds. 
THE Words of the Text, are part 
of that divine Law, that Goo himſelf 
uttered, with all thoſe awful Circum- 
ſtances before rehearſed : They make 
up, you know, the Third Command- 
ment, Imagine therefore, that you 
heard the Voice of Go, proclaiming 
loud in all your Ears; from the midſt 
of glorious and yet dreadful Fire and 
Smoak, Lightning, Thunder, and the 
Sound of Trumpets - Th ſhalt not 
take the Name of the Lord thy God in 
 wain; for the Lord will not hold him 
guiltleſs that - taketh his Name in vain, 
 —Jmagine this, and fee, if it is like 
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to be ſo cheap a Thing, in the Con- 
cluſion, to profane the ſacred Name 
of Gop, by Oaths and Curſes, Blaſ- 

hemies and dreadful Execrations; as 
is the common Practice now- a-days to 
do, on every flight and frirolous Oe⸗ 
caſion. L095 7 od n gp” 
To preſerve thoſe ads are nde 
and to reclaim thoſe who are guilty; 
of this wicked Practice, I intend, -in 
the firſt Place, to conſider the Words 
of the Text; and next, to make uſe 
of ſuch Reaſons and Arguments, as 'L 
think pr proper to diſſuade from it. 
Jo take 'the Namie of Gol in coin; 
10 in the firſt and literal Senſe, to uſe 
the ſacred Name of Gop lightly and 
commonly to vain and idle Purpoſes, 
when it is needleſs and infignificant; 
although we do not Swear by it, or 
call. Him to witneſs to the Truth of 
what we fay. To have that Name 
often in our Mouths, upon every little 
Poor Ocbaſion, is to make it ches p and 
deſpicahle] and ſhews' we: have not. 
that! awf AI Neſpect for Him in our 
Hearts, that we ſhould: have: This: 
is athe Beginning of Evil, and ge- 
nerally prepares the Way to Swearing? 


s 4 3 = 
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People do not fall to downright Oaths 
at firſt, but begin to wear off the Fear 
and Dread of Swearing, by the little 
Abuſes and Profanations of the Name 
of Gop; and then they venture by 
degrees to Swear by it. Theſe Mis- 
chiefs come by Cuſtom and Habit; 
and therefore you muſt take good heed 
at firſt, and ſtop your Children and 
young People, from uſing the Name 
of Gop familiarly and commonly, and 
upon all Occafions : and that will be- 
ou Reverence to it, and keep then 
rom farther abufing it. Remember 


to check and puniſh them, if you hear 
mem call on Gop, either at their Play, 
or Work, or on any Occaſion, but 
what is ſerious and becoming: and by 
doing this conſtantly you will ſtop up 
one of the commoneſt Inlets to this 
wicked Practice; you will make them 
careful of what they ſay; and do your- 
ſelves a great deal of Good by it. Vour 
doing your Duty to your Children and 
Servants in this Point, will put you 
in mind of your on Neglects and Fail- 
ings; you will, in Time, be aſhamed 
of reminding them of taking the Name 
of Gon in vain, when you yourſelves 
5 359 EA are 
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are guilty of it and have ſet them a 
bad Example. Iwiſh that the frequent 
Practice of abuſing the Name of Gop, 
in Parents, and Mafters and Miſtreſſes, 
be not often the Occaſion of Children 
and Servants falling into the like; and 
often the Reaſon why thoſe Parents, 
Maſters and Miſtreſſes, will not, or 
dare not, reprove and puniſh their 
Children and Servants for fo offending. 
And pray conſider, what an evil Pals 
thoſe poor People are brought to, that 
dare notdo their Duty to their Children 
and Servants, when yet they ſhall be 
punifhed' ſorely by Gop for not doing 
it. 1 wiſh they would think better on 
this Matter; and though they are ex- 
eeeding faulty in this point themſelves, 
yet they would ſtill reprove, and pu- 
niſn thoſe who are under their Care for 
the like Offences; they would do but 
their Duty, prevent a great deal of 
Miſchief, and ſave the being guilty of 
other Peoples Sins. 15 
Hour 70 fake the Name of God in vain, 
is, molt perly, to Swear, either 
Rajhly, without juſt and weighty Occa- 
-fion, without Heed and Reverence; 
or Falfely, without regard to. Truth, 
| 8 4 4 and 
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and to what our Conſcience' tells us; 
either without knowing what we ſay | 
to be true, or knowing that what we 
| tay is not true. 

Firſt, Of Swearing lightly or raſh 


153 the Commandment is, Thou Halt 


not take the Name of the Lord 'thy God 
In vain © By which, it ſhould appear, 
that no Man can be ſaid to Swear, that 
does not uſe the very Name of God 
1n his Oath ; this was an old Miſtake, 
andyet continues verycommonamongſt 
us, and therefore muſt needs be remov- 
ed, before I can go any further; for 
People have ſtill fancied, that if they 
do not mention the ſered? Name of 
Gop. in their Aſſeverations, they 
are not to come under the Guilt of 
taking Gop's Name in vain, although 
they Swear by any Thing, or Creature 
elſe. Our Saviour ſays, Matt. xxiii. 16. 
to the Scribes and Phariſees—Wo to you, 
e blind Guides, 'which Jay—Wheſoever 


hal Swear by the Temple, it is nothing, ; 


1 
2 


but whoſoever fa” Swear by. the Gold 
of the Temple, be be is a Debtor, that 18, 

e is obliged: to perform his. Oath— 
Ye-. Fools. and blind; for.\whether. is 
rater, the Gola or the Temple that 
"© Jandti ifieth 
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ſanSifieth ther Gold? And whoſoever 
ſhall Swear bythe Altar, it is nothing, 


. = whoſoever feweareth: by the” Gift that 


is upon the Altar, be is guiity=that'is, 
"guilty if he perform not that Oath : Ye 
Fuols and blind; for whether is greater, 
ty. : Gift, zr the Altar that ' ſanttifieth 
tlie 27 IA boſo therefort (faith our 
Saviour, and which is the Solution of 
What. I ſe) /hall fwear : by the Al. 
tar, ee by it, Lee by "al Things 
tbereon; -;And 2050% ſhall fewear- by the 
Temple, feodaneth by it, and by bini that 
awelleth, therein. And be that 1 fegear's 
by Heaven, fevtareth by: the Throne of 
Ged, and by him that! ftteth - thereon. - 
AY, to this what he ſaĩth in Matt. v.34. 
But Lſay unto you, Swear not at all, that 
18, in. wur common Converſation, — | 
mither. by: Heaven; for 10 1s God's Throne 
, by Earth, for it is bis Foot- 
A eitben by Jeruſalem, \ for it is 
the Guy gf thei great King-—neither fhilt © 
Bon e, by, thy Head, for: thou canſt 
not Make, one Heir white er black. Add, 
4 lay, this to What is before ſaid; and 
Yau will find, that the Relation every 
and Creature in the World has 
| great Creaton of them all, is ſo 
„„ Bf) cloſe 
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cloſe and dependent that it is aſſigned 
as the Cauſe, why he Who ſweareth 
by the one, ſhould be concluded to 
- Swear bythe other. He who'Sweats 
by the Altar, Offering, or the Temple, 
 Swears by Him to whom that Altar is 
erected, to whom that Offering is of- 
fered, and to whom that Temple, with 
its Service, is devoted that is, to Gop. 
He who ſwears by Heaven, Swears 
by Him who governs therein; he who 
ſweareth by the Earth, Swears by Him 
whoſe Footſtool it is, and who made 
and preſerves it. He who Swears by 
Jeruſalem, Swears by Him whoſe City 
it: Was, that is, by the great GOD. He 
who Swears by his Head, which is 
as it were the Fountain of Life, Swears 
by Him who made that Head, and in 
whoſe Hands alone is the Power of 
Life and Death. This is a Demon- 
ſtration (in its kind) that People may 
Swear without uſing the Name of Gop; 
and conſequently may offerid againſt 
this Commandment; without taking * 
the Name of the Loxp their Go in 
vain, in the literal Senſe. And there- 
fore, pray remember, that you ſatisf 
not yourſelves with any ſuch idle Dif. 
EI N tinction; 
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A SERMON port Swearin g. 
tinction; nor think you do not * 
when you do not pronounee the ſacred 


1 RN of Gop, though you Swear by 


any Thing elſe. 

I po not ſay, however, that it. 1s 
not better, to Swear by any Thing 
that does not immediately relate to 
Gop, than by his ſacred Name, his 
precious Blood, and meritorious Hound, 
and Paſſion; deenuſc it creates leſs Hor- 
ror, gives leſs Offence, and is not of 
ſo bad Example: There is great Dif- 
ference in Oaths; all are bad, but ſome 
are much worſe hart others, and look. 
as if they were more ſtudied, and de- 
liberately wicked, and as if they came 


25 
5 be 
: 
= TroOmM Hel 
: 


Wren I have convinced you: of 
this, that the Guilt of taking Gop's 
Name in vain, may be contracted by 
Swearing by any Thing elſe that has 
relation to Gov, though his Name be 


not directly uſed, then you will fee, 


that you muſt no more Swear by any 
Thing elſe, than by the Name of Gop; 


and therefore that all ſorts of Oaths are 
comprehended under the Fhird Com- 
mandment, and concluded under theſe 


Mords — Mou ſhalt not tale the Name 
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of. the Lord thy God in vain. . Which 
'ords contain, as I ſaid, a Prohibition 
of all light and raſh Oaths in our com- 
mon Converſation, as well as all falle 
Oaths, whether in private Company, 
or in public Courts of Judicature, and 
before the Magiſtrate, 1 will only now 
ſpeak of all light and raſh Oaths, whe- 
ther true or falſe, whether miſchie vous 
or idle. For the Name of Gop is 
deſpiſed and profaned, by our uſing 
it upon light and frivolous Occaſions; 
though what we Swear be never ſo 
true; becaule the Thing was not wor- 
thy of. ſo much Weight, as an Oath 
does uſually add to what 18 ſaid. Now 
that no one is to Swear in light and 
trivial Matters, will appear to you very 
plainly, when you conſider what: an 
A 

Ax Oath 3 is a moſt religious Thing; | 
it-is. an Acknowledgment. of Gop's 
Sen, | and, 10 wee we 


. 


we N not to 8 what we 


then e An Oath, is the ſo- 
: Fr. lemn 
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lemn calling upon Gop to hear withheld, 5 
that what we, utter with our Mouths 
is what we believe in our Hearts to be 
exactly true; and it is alſo the ſolemn 


Calling upon God to puniſh, and take 


Vengeance on us, if we do not ſeriouſly 
intend. what we lay and promiſe. The 
Heart of Man lies ſecret to all the 
World; you want to know whether 
I ſpeak the Truth; and whether I 
intend to do as I ſay I will do. My 
bare Word is not ſufficient in the 
Caſe, becauſe all Men are, or may be 
Liars; and though their Words may 
be with you, yet their Hearts may be 
far from you. How will you do then, 
to know whether I be à true Man, 
and ſpeak what I think? why then I 
take an Oath, I Swear by the ſacred 


Name of Go, that what I afficm 


with my Lips, is what my Heart 
believes to be true; by this Ical Gop 
to. witneſs that my Heart and Mouth 


agree, and that if they do not agree, 


then am underſtood to deſire that 


Gon would take Vengeance on me, 
and, puniſh- my, Impiety to Him, and 
Falſhogd. to Man. Can any T hing 


then, be more ſerious and religious than 
hy a ſolemn 


9 
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a ſolemn Oath ? Aſſure yourſelves that 
every time you take an Oath, let it 
be by what it will, chat has relation 
to Gop you do at that time call down 
the great Gop to witneſs to the Truth 
of what you ſay, and to avenge Him- 
ſelf on your Falſhood, if what you 


tay be indeed falſe. 


REMEMBER therefore, 1 deſ re you, 
what a ſerious Thing an Oath is; and 
then think, whether it be fit to apply 
ſo ſerious a Thing to ſuch light and 
frivolous Occafions as Men commonly 
Swear upon, though what they Swear 
to ſhould be true. Let this be the 
firſt Reaſon againſt Swearing lightly 


and foohſhly, in trivial Things, It is 
an awful Thing to call upon the great 
Gop of Heaven and Earth, the Maker 


and Preſerver of us all, upon whoſe 
Will alone we depend for every Mo- 
ment of our Lives; to call Him to at- 
teſt and witneſs to Matters of ſo ſmall 
and pitiful Conecern, that you would 


be athamed- to call even me, or any 


ſerious Neighbour, to be witneſs to. 
This ought not to be done; in Decen- 


cy, though what you Swear to, be 


never r fo true. An Oath is to make an 
end 
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end of Strife, and for Confirmation of 
Truth; but then this Truth is to be 
a Truth of Weight and great Impor- 
tance * and this Strife is to be Mat- 
ters worth the Striving for. Every 
"Oath that is allowed to be taken by 
Gov, is to be taken, as the Prophet 
Jeremias ſays, chap. iv. 2. in Truth, 
in Tudgment, and in Righteouſneſs 
With the Heart, with the Underſtand- 


ing, and a good Conſcience; and to 


diſcover the Truth, that Judgment 
may be righteouſly adminiſtered, and 
Good may be done by it. The Name 
of Gop, is not to be fworn by, where 
none of theſe good Ends are anf wer- 
ed. I wiſh you could but remember 
all the Oaths. you have heretofore 
fworn, that you might examine and 


"fee, how-few-were ſworn in Truth, 


in judgment, and in Righteoufneſs ; 
ho few tended to diſcover any Truth 
of Importance, that wanted to be diſ- 


covered; how few of them contribut- 


edi to the doing Juftice to any one, or 
to the promoting Righteouſneſs.” I 
am afraid you would find, that every 
' Oath, beſt aides what you took before 


theMagiftrate, was caken vain y, 1 
J. 
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ty, raſhly, prefueopiyanllys Sadek, 3 
they are, every one of them, Matter 
of Shame, , Humiliation PAR EPFLAnge 
before Gap. 5 


„ | YE 


.. | REMEMBER 1 that all theſe 
ght, raſh, and preſumptuous Oaths, 
are not only unbecoming and. unfit 
to be uttered, by reaſon of their un- 
worthy Matter, but are molt ſolemn- 
ly forbidden by. Gov. It is Gop him- 
.felf,. Fon. ſee, that fays to every one 
of uS—Thou  {balt., not take. the Name 
4 fe Lord 776 Cod in ven Would 
C00 himſelf geltend from Heaven, 
"with g lache Solemnity,. as. 08 have ſeen. 
to forbid. you the taking his Name in 
vain, if it were not a Mater of th the 
greateſt Moment. and (dy 
the. Wo 1d to JP, Df, to, take hat 
ame in vain? It:is-for your lake afone, | 
105 your Advantage, here and. 1 711 
ter, that Gop inſtructs you in his WY, 
and tells you what you are to do, and 
it, to lea aye undone; in gider 2 
abe fayouring you, .and making. 
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® Blaſphemics, and Profanationsof Gop's 
holy Name and Word, you would not 


interrupt his Happineſs, or do Him 
any Harm at all: But becauſe it will 
hurt yourſelves, and bring you to ever- 
laſting Deſtruction both of Body and 
Soul, not to do his Will, and to 
com ply with his njunctions: and Com- 
: mands therefore, 


REMEMBER, thirdly, That theſe | 


3 Oaths will be avenged by Gop, ſome 
time or other. The Lord will not hold 


him guiltleſs that taketh bis Name in 
vain. He who from Heaven forbi, is 
us, every one, to take his Name, in 

vain, declares from Fire and 5 — 


F with x hunder, Lightning, Storm an 


Tempeſt, that he. will net. Hold us guili- 
keſs, that take, bis Name in vain: and 


b | if not guiltleſs, then to be; ſure we 
"1 ſhall be] held guilty ; guilty,of the Vio- 
lation and Breach. of Gop' s. Law: and 


conſequently liahle to ſuch Puniffr- 
ment, as is due to ſuch Offenders, and 
Offences. What particular Pt uniſh ments 
they are obnoxious to, in this Life, 
is not declared; and therefore they ate 


luable to all: There! is not a Judgment, 
= in all the, Stores of. Gop' s Vengeance, 
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— — — — Q ]⁵d.-Nrinn.. :. . P]«qꝙ—ͤl1AÃ« πͥ‚ͥ́é́N ¾ ͥ³—? ͥ—ͤ!!;l ũ P ²˙ V . —˙ OE een 
—— — — — . —— — — — ms as nnr wy e > oh 
2 . 
” 


+ 


— ¶ m —Ü¹¾I»w Nr § »-l1LÆ... I rr SEE Ä ˙7˙̃ ˙- ̃—ũͤ > Ig Art BB Inn nt es Irene oo I III 
- 


ff — 2-0 nee Se 
bl 


18 A Szxmon upon Swearing. 


tation to it. Becauſe of Swearing the 
Land mourneth, ſaid the Prophet Je- 


remiab, ch. xxiii. 10. that is, the Land 


was afflicted with ſeveral Plagues and 


heavy Judgments, by reaſon of the Þ! 
frequencyof Oaths and Perjuries among 
the People. And I dare fay, that 


many a Man amongſt us, is atHlicted, 
blaſted, and undone, by this audacious 
Contempt of Gop's Name and Pro- 


fanation, whohttlethinksfrom whence 


the Curſe, and fecret Canker comes: 
How ſhould it be otherwiſe ? Can 
'Gop be preſumed to bleſs, can He 
be intreated to bleſs thoſe People, who 
daily take his Name in vain, who de- 
fy his Laws, and Curſe Him to His 
Face? who call for Vengeance on their 
'own and other Peoples Heads, almoſt 
very Word they tay ? Can they ex- 
pect a Bleffing, who hardly ever men- 


tion Gov, but in che Way of Blaſ- 
phemy? and make few other Pray- 


ers, than for Plagues, and Miſchiefs, 


and Damnations, and eternal Wrath? 
How merciful is Gop, that He does 


not 
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1 not grant, what theſe poor People alk 
7 | Him with ſuch Earneſtneſs! 
Bur, be affured, that without ſin- 
2 cere Repentance, and Amendment of 


4 this Sin, however He forbear you in 


Z this World, He will moſt certainly, 


according to your Curſes and repeat- 


ed Wiſhes, condemn you, and con- 
found you, in the World to come. 

TFPhoſe Prayers that came from Hell, 

7 which pleaſed your Ears, and filled 
9 _ Mouth fo often, ſhall once be 
heard, and carry you to that accurſed 
Place of Pain and Sorrow, and to 
that Company of curſed Spirits which 
vou have called upon ſo often. Re- 
member, that it is a fearful Thing to 
fall into the Hands of the hving Gon; 
who has declared he ill not bold lin 
-gniltleſs, that taletb bis Name in uain. 
©» REMEMBER, fourthly, that as often 
as you come to Church on theſe Oc- 
cations, ſo often you ſolemnly pray to 
Gon, that you may eſcape this great 
Guilt: No ſooner has the Miniſter 
proclaimed in the Name of Gop, Thou 
alt not"take the Name of the Lord thy 
God in vain; but the People, every 
oro them, is commanded to —_ 
84911 Lor 
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Lord baue Mercy upon us, and incline 
our Hearts to keep this Law. And can 
vou go frem henee, and: unbeſpeak 
this Prayer immediately, by falling 
again into that wicked Practice? With- 
out the Grace of Gor, we can do no- 
thing that is Good, nor eſcape the 
falling into any Evil: We therefore 
hear this Law of Gop pronounced, 
againſt taking his Name in vainz/we 
hear the Tranſgreſſion of this Law 
ſeverely . threatened, He vill not bold 
u guiltleſs — we pray Him to have 
Mercy on us, to forgive us all our 
great and frequent Violations of- this 
Eaw, that are paſt: and we intreat 
Him Jef his Mercy alſo to incline our 
Hearts for the future to keep thisTaive; 
that He would fill them with ſuch an 
awful Reverence and Regard to bis 
eat Name, that we may never: do 
it any Violence or. Difhanour, by 
Swearing idly, raſſihy, or falſely; and 
there is all the Reaſon in the World, 
to pray this Prayer moſt ſeribuſſyand 
earneſtly, becauſe it is decent, — 
able, and a Ehing of ſuch ' Moment 
as even qur Lives and Souls: de pend 
000% it. Nov put hl: Thingotogs 
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ther, that have already been laid down 
— That an Oath is a moſt ſacred, ſe- 
rious, ſolemn Act of Religion, intend- 
ed by Gor for the Confirmation of 
Truth, the doing Juſtice and Judg- 
ment to all Men, and the putting an 
end to Strife That it is a moſt un- 
ſeemly, unbecoming Thing, to apply 
fuch ſerious and religious Affirmations, 
as Oaths are, to light and trivial Words, 
and Matters of no Weight and Mo- 
ment. That all ſuch Oaths are utter- 
ly forbidden by Gop's expreſs Com- 
mand; uttered by his own Mouth; 
that the Breach of this Command will 
ſurely be avenged by Him, as ſure as 
Gop is true, who has ſaid it And that 
we make it our conſtant Prayer, that 
we may not fall into this Sin, but may 
incline with all our Hearts to keep 
this Law. Put all theſe Things toge- 
ther, and ſee if light and common 
Swearing be a Thing that Men ſhould: 
ſo cheaply and eafily fall into; if it 
be not what we ought immediately 
to be humbled for, to be ſadly aſham- 
ed aff to be moſt ſeriouſly repented of 
and left. Theſe are all Religious Con- 


ſiderations, and concern us, as People 
Rah e ns that 
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that pretend to believe in Gop, that 
acknowledge the Divine Authority of 
the Scriptares, and profeſs and call 
ourſelves Chriſtians. 

TERRE is no ſuch Thing as an- 
fſwering any of theſe Arguments: no 
body once pretends to juſtify their Prac- 
tice of Swearing, either from Scrip- 
ture, Reaſon, or Authority of wiſe 

and good Men: The Practice indeed 
runs againſt all, and is too much for 
all of them, in this World; but no 
body ever yet defended it: Is it not 
ſtrange, that what is ſo impoſſible 
to be excuſed or juſtified, ſhould yet 
obtain ſo — that that which 
every one condemns, both in himſelf, 
and in all other People; ſhould yet 
be patiently ſuffered to prevail, and 
reign, as it were, without control? 
Ir theſe religious Conſiderations 


will not prevail, that yet convince 


the Conſeience of every ſingle Man 
and Woman in the World there 
is but little Hope that other Reaſons 
of leſs weight and moment ſhould do 
any great Service, to the diſcounte- 
nancing and abating of this wicked 
Practice. But yet it will become us 
to try all Ways and Means to do it. 
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App therefore, in the fifth Place, 
that the Laws of the Land take Cog- 
nizance of this Matter, and make it 
Penal to take the Name of God in vain. 
it is a fort of Reproach to any Chriſ- 
tian People, to think, that when nei- 
ther the Fear of offending Gop, and 
incurring his Diſpleaſure, and being 
puniſhed by Him, can reſtrain Men 
| from Swearing, the Penalty of Tuo 
Sbillings ſhould do it: that Men ſhould 
rather 1 hs the paying a little Money, 
than fear the offending Him, who can 
caſt both Soul and "Body into Hell- 
Fire. This, I ſay, is a ſort of ſhame- 
ful Conſideration ; but we mult take 
: Tha 5 as we find them, and be very 
| 15 ad if the Fear of any Thing will keep 

| Men in due Bounds, and preſerve 
them in any degree innocent. Re- 


member therefore, that whoeverSwears 5 


in common Converſation, is liable to 
the Forfeiture, if complained of; and 
that you he at the Mercy of every 


one that will inform againſt you. 1 


with this Law would take better Ef- 


fect, than it has hitherto done; and 


that you would keep. one another i in 
Awe, I the Power it gives you, to 


put 
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put them to Expence and Shame, that 
are guilty of Swearing. The Name 
of an Informer, is in ſome Caſes odious, 

but in this Cale! it is not ſo; here a Man 
gets nothing by it, becauſe the Forfei- 
ture goes to the Poor, which is ſo 
much Good to them who want it: and 
it is done for a good End, that Gop 
may not be diſhonoured, and that a 
ſinful Practice in our Neighbour may 
not be ſuffered to go on, to his great 
Miſchief. I ſhould not be aſhamed 
myſelf to turn Informer in this Caſe, 
if it ſhould fo fall out. But I had 
rather much! that the Fear of Gop, 
and the Senſe of your Duty, ſhould 
reſtrain you from doing Evil, than 
the Fear of ſuch Information, and 
ſuch Penalty. Make this uſe of the 
Law, however; conſider, whether it 
be worth the while, to pay down the 
Wages of a Day or two's Labour; 

by which your Family ſhould ſubſiſt, 

for the ſake of Swearing an Oath, 
if there were really no other Miſchief 
to follow. Eſpecially when you re- 
member, in the ſixth Place, that there 
is neither Pleafare nof Profit to be 


1 raped from this ungodly Practice. 
| They 
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They who are moſt addicted to Swear- 
ing, know not why they are ſo; they 
can give no Reaſon, why they ſall 
continually into this abominable Sin; 
they freely acknowledge that they nei- 
ther propoſe, nor find any Pleaſure or 
Advantage in it. Other Sins, have 
one or both of theſe Temptations, to 
induce Men to fall; they either ſa- 
tisfy ſome ſenſual Appetite, or gratify 
ſome covetous Defire of Profit; at 
leaſt they hope to find their Account 
in it. But he who Swears thinks of 
neither : ſo that he truly gives away 
his Soul for nothing. Other Sinners 
ſell at leaſt, but this Man ſquanders it 
away for that which neither pleaſes 
him, nor does him any Service. Of 
all Offenders in the World, the com- 
mon Swearer makes the worſt Bar- 
gain, gives himſelf up to everlaſting 
Pain and Sorrow, for that which no 
Body adviſed him to, no Body tempted 
him to, no Body approved when done; 
which he himſelf never liked whilſt. 
doing, nor ever- remembered when 
done, with any Satisfaction or Content. 
Let any one call to Mind the many 
Oaths, and Profanations of Gop's holy 
bp | B Name: 


- 


— 


He be the Richer, the Wiſer, or more 


them. And will you keep a Practice 


it? What ſhall it profit a Man, indeed, 
20 gain the whole World, and leſe bis 
dan Soul? But is it not ſtill ſo much 


10 End, no Temptation, and they 


Every Body ele. What ſhall 1 ſay ib 
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Name he has been guilty of, and ſee i 
what he has gotten by them, whether 


eſteemed, or any ways bettered by 


ſtill, that never did nor ever will, 
bring either Pleaſure or Advantage with 


the worſe, to loſe his Soul, and gain 
nothing ? The ſenſual Pleaſures of this 
Lite, may bring one to eternal Pain ; 
but yet it is fooliſher to endure thoſe 
Pains, for Sins that have no Pleaſure 


in them. In all Offences elſe, we 
conſider what Men aim at, and intend, 
what their End and Drift is; and what 1 
the Motives and Temptations, to them 


are; and accordingly we excuſe them 
more or leſs: But in this, we ſee if 


themſelves ſay ſo; they are therefore ; 
delt. condemned, and condemned by 


farther? It is a Practice that you hate 
and abhor in all People whom you 
love, as in your Wives and Children; 
and a Practice you cannot well endure 
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in your Servants, and ſuch as are re- 
© lated to you. You would, I imagine, 
ſtand amazed, be angry and aſhamed, 
to hear your WivesandChildren anſwer 
you with Oaths, Swear loudly upon 
all Occaſions, and mingle Blaſphemies 
and Curſes in their common Diſcourſes. 
They have the ſame Paſſions, the ſame 


Provocations to this Sin with your- 


ſelves; you are no more allowed by 


the Laws of Gop or Man, than they; 


it is only Cuſtom makes the Difference. 


WE Their Modeſty and Virtue has not yet 


broken through the Reſtraints of Re- 
ligion and Gop's Laws, and I hope: 


\ they never will: but if they ſhould, 
they have as much to ſay before Gop: 


as yourſelves; no Sex, Age, or De- 
gree, can pretend to a Privilege of 


: | oftending Gop. But I would gladly” _.. - 


hope, it is love to thoſe Relations, 
that would give you both Grief and 


Shame, to hear them fall into this 
wicked Practice, imagine therefore, 

fnce they love you alſo equally, that 
thoſe Relations are alike aſhamed and 
grieved, to ſee you fall ſo eaſily and 


trequently into that wicked Practice; 


2 and 
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and for their ſake, as well as for your 


own, forbear it. Think with your- 
ſelf, that as you fell into this Sin by 
Example, and hearing others Swear, 
by Habit, and by Cuſtom, ſo may 
your Wife and Children (without the 
| Grace of God, and great Care) be 
brought by your Example, and hving 
daily in your Company, to. the ſame 
ſhameful wicked Cuſtom: And then, 
what a Heap of Sin, and Miſchief do 
you draw upon your Head ; by occa- 
ſioning thoſe to fall, whom, above 
ail, the World, you were obliged to 
keep upright? by drawing down Gop's 
Vengeance on their Heads, whole In- 
nocence and Prayers might have pre- 


vailed with Him to ſpare. you, and 
reſtore, you to his Favour, It is Ceſ- 
tain, indeed, that neither Wife, nor 


Children, will be excuſed before Gop, 
for following the: wicked Example of 
a Huſband and a Father; becauſe 
every Body is to live by Rule, and 
Gobp's Law, and not by any one's 
Example: but it is as certain, that he 
ſhall be puniſhed: by Gon, for giving 
ſuch an ill Example to his Wife and 
| Children, 
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| Children, who are ſo apt and eaſy to 
follow it. I would not eaſily ſuppoſe, 
that Women frequently fall into this 
| (| cccurſed Cuſtom ; but I ſay, if they 
do, the Men are very much to blame 
for it, by ſetting them ſo ill an Ex- 
att and giving them ſuch Counte- 
nance and Encouragement. And then, 
J What a ſort of Hell is there in ſuch 
a Houſe, where every one deſpiſes 
Cop, and tramples under foot his 
'F Laws; and no Body 1s left to ſtand 
"A amazed, to reprove, to grieve, and 
to ieren with Gop for his Mercy 
and Forbearance to that ſinful and 
loſt Family? Theſe are the propereſt 
Arguments that I could think on, to 
diſſuade you by, from light and raſh 


| 4 * Swearing ;- they are ſuch as you have 


£8 


I and Reaſon may, and does ſuggeſt 
and furniſh you with, againſt your 
daily Practice: Vour Condemnation 
will'chiefly ariſe from hence, that you, 
in your own Hearts and Conſciences, 
know all the Reaſons and Arguments 
3 againſt Swearing, and not one for it, 
as well as the greateſt Scholars 1 in the : 
8 B 3 World; 


often heard, ſuch as your own Senſe 


— 
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World; and therefore want not to be 
inſtructed in your Duty by us, but 
to be remembered and put in mind of 
what you knew. before. AF 
Lux me therefore make an End, 
at this Time, with reminding, you of 
ſome few Things, and laying ſome 7 
few Injunctions on you. Let every 
one, that has been guilty of this dan- 
gerous and wicked Practice, repent 
tincerely of it, aſk Gop Forgiveneſs * 
with his whole Heart, and beg the 2? 
Aſſiſtance of his Grace, to keep him, 
and prevent his falling again into it. 
And let him. alſo uſe his beſt Endea- 
vours himſelf to avoid all manner of 
Occaſions, that hitherto have led him 
into it, Let him carefully watch over 
himſelf, that he ſpake not haſtily and 
unadviſedly with his Lips. Remem- 
ber Gop is in the Company, and 
hears every Word you ſay. Give not 
way to Anger upon every little Ac- 7 
cident that croſſes your Deſigns; - this 
is the Parent of many Oaths; the leaſt 2 
Thing that is out of the Way, and 
does not do as you would have it, the 
lealt Oppoſition of your Judgment, 
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| the leaſt Contradiction to your Will, 
| | | proc you to call on Gop, to Curſe, - 
b 12 to Blaſpheme his Name; as if 
that would any way mend the Matter, 
1 or make Things go the better. vou 
muſt, if given to Swearing, above all. 
Things, avoid Drinking and Gaming; 
3 | if the Fear of Gop depart from you, 
9 when you are Sober, Serious, and have 
2 | your Senſes about you, and you can 
bol then forbear Swearing; how 
1289 you do it, when you have loſt 
that Reaſon, and are little lefs than 
0 4 5 Mad: Even they who abhor an Oath 
ES F when ſober, do yet outrageouſly Swear 
when they are overcome with Drink; 
Y 0 you muſt therefore by all Means avoid 
Ex ceſs, that does ſo naturally and ea- 
| 2 fily provoke to Paſſion. And as to 
. I Gaming, there are few People in the 
l 4 World that follow it, but Swear ex- 
t ceſſively; there are N that loſe their 
- 3 rn but loſe their Patience and 
s their Temper with it; and the little 
x eroſs Accidents thatcommonly happen, 
4 I 7 overthrow all Reaſon, and leave the 
e Man to the Rage of his wild Paſſions, 
. 4 | then' you know what follows, 
$ Ay 
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Gaming is one of the moſt deſtructive 
Vices Men can fall into, and provokes 


to the greateſt Anger. It undoes moſt 
People at long-run ; and it is much 
worſe in mean and poor People than 


in the Rich, becauſe it waſtes their 


Time exceſſively, which poor People 


can very ill ſpare, from the Care and 


Labours that are to ſupport themſelves 
and poor Familes ; and it waſtes their 
ſmall Subſtance, that ſhould furniſh 
their Wives and Children with Bread, 
and other Neceſſaries of Life. But 


that which I intend againſt it now, 


18, that it occaſions Oaths and Curſes, 
Blaſphemies and dreadful Execrations, 
in a moſt fearful Manner; and there- 
fore, whoever would id Swearing, 
and taking the Name of Go in vain; 
muſt be ſure to avoid Gaming, though 
it be for little Matters. Avoid alſo all 
ſuch Company, as are likelieſt to mi- 
niſterOccaſion toAngerandOppoſition. 
Some People are of ſo perverſe and 
thwarting a Temper, that a Man had 
need of Patience to converſe quietly 
with them; they that are apt to be 
provoked, muſt ſhun this 1 
An 
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And when you have taken this Care 
of yourſelf, to prevent your falling into- 
this wicked Practice—go on to pro- 
mote the Glory of Gop, by doing. 
Good to others. If your Neighbours 
are apt to Swear, tell them, calmly, 
they diſtruſt you too much, and that 
you would believe them withont an 
Oath, they have ſuch Credit with you. 
When once they find you deal thus 
Chriſtianly and Friendly with them, 
they will be more upon their guard 
in your Company ; and. ſo. you will 
be inſtrumental to their Good; and 
make ſome Amends for your own. 
Miſcarriages. But for thoſe who are 
more immediately under your Care, 
and depend upon you, there you may 
be more free, and there it is your Dus 
ty to reprove, and puniſh ſuch as you 


find guilty this way of diſhonouring Mer" 


Gop. Let not any. of your Children 
dare to. Swear, without your Anger. 
and immediate Chaſtiſement. Youwulk 
fave: them hereby from. much Miſ- 
chief here, and from. Gop's. Anger 
hereafter. Keep not a Servant under 


your Roof that is guilty of this N 
e 
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ed Practice, their Labours will not be 


bleſſed by Gop to you. Employ no 
"  Workmen that will not do their Buſi- 


neſs without Swearing. Relieve no 


Poor that are guiltyof thus diſhonour- 


ing Gop. You would, in a little Time, 
ſee a great Change and Reformation of 
Manners, if you would take theſe 
Courſes: They ought to want even 
Neceſſaries, that will not work for 
them, and enjoy them with the Fa- 
vour of Gop. They would in a little 
Time be very thankful to you, and 


 blefs Gop for you, that by theſe Means 


reclaimed them from thoſe curſed Ha- 
bits. This was heretofore the Sin of 
the Rich, the Eaſy, and the Thought- 
leſs great Men of the World; but now, 
the poorer People are the eren 
and moſt provoking of Gop; they will 


not let the Rich and Great have any 


Sins peculiar to them, but will come 
in for their ſhare, though it be but a 
ſhare of Damnation. 

Is it not a ſtrange and amazing 
Thing, to hear poor People Swearing 
at the Plow, and at their daily Labour? 


Swearing at their Horſes, Cattle, and 
any 
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any Thing that comes in their Way ? 
People that depend on the Bleſſing of 
Gop for their daily Bread, are daily 
provoking Him to blaſt and confound 
them ! Ought not theſe People to be 
taught by Puniſhments, and all ſorts 
of Penalties and Rigours, to be more 
ſenſible of their Duty ; and to pay 
more Honour totheir conſtant heaven- 
ly Benefactor? Shall it be cheaper ſtill 
bo defy their Maker and deſpiſe their 
good Redeemer, than to ſpeak a diſre- 
ipectful Word of their Superiors, Pa- 
rents, or their Maſters ? Compaſſion 
to the Poor would make one partial 
in their Favour, and much more ten- 
der of afflicting them, than others; 
but this is true Compaſſion to afflict 
them for awhile, that they may learn 
not to blaſpheme, and be ſaved in the 
Day of the LoxD JI ESus. Let no Man 


therefore be tenderer of them, than © 10 


of Gop's Honour, nor, by ſparing 

their Bodies, hurt their Souls. If they 
will venture to offend Gop, let them 
be ſure to provoke the Juſtice and In- 
dignation of Men, and pay whatever 


Penalty the Law inflicts; that if they 
| will 
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ed Practice, their Labours will not be 
bleſſed by Gop to you. Employ no 
Workmen that will not do their Buſi- 
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5 * * 


<p ? a * * as 2 * * 0 | 
* A 9 __ 4 þ . "FAS 
7 7 £ . 1 — of * 
fi , 4 * & 1 C 
1 * 
* 
; 2 N 
* * $ 


«-. 
. 


SERMON zþor Swearing; 


neſs without Swearing. Relieve no 
Poor that are guiltyof thus diſhonour- 
ing Gop. You would, in a little Time, 
ſee a great Change and Reformation of 
Manners, if you would take theſe. 
Courſes: They ought to want even 
Neceſlaries, that will not work for 
them, and enjoy them with the Fa- 
vour of Gop. They would in a little 

Time be very thankful to you, and 
bleſs Gop for you, that by theſe Means 
reclaimed them from thoſe curſed Ha- 
bits. This was heretofore the Sin of 
the Rich, the Eaſy, and the Thought- 
leſs great Men of the World; but now, 
the poorer People are the Wickeder, 
and moſt provoking of Gon; they will 


not let the Rich and Great have any 


Sins peculiar to them, but will come 
in for their ſhare, though it be but a 
ſhare of Damnation. | 

Is it not a ftrange and amazing 
Thing, to hear poor People Swearing 
at the Plow, and at their daily Labour? 


any 
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any Thing that comes in their Way ? 
People that depend on the Bleſſing of 
Gop for their daily Bread, are daily 
provoking Him to blaſt and confound 
them ! Ought not theſe People to be 
taught by Puniſhments, and all ſorts 
of e and Rigours, to be more 
ſenſible of their Duty; and to pay 
more Honour totheir conſtant heaven- 

ly Benefactor? Shall it be cheaper ſtill 
8 defy their Maker and deſpiſe their 
good Redeemer, than to ſpeak a diſre- 
ipectful Word of their Superiors, Pa- 
rents, or their Maſters ? Compaſſion 
to the Poor would make one partial 
in their Favour, and much more ten- 
der of afflicting them, than others; 
but this is true Compaff on to afflict 
them for awhile, that they may learn 
not to blaſpheme, and be ſaved in the 
Day of the LoxD J ESsus. Let no Man 


therefore be tenderer of them, than 


of Gop's Honour, nor, by ſparing. 
their Bodies, hurt their Souls. If they 
will venture to offend Gop, let them 
be ſure to provoke the Juſtice and In- 
dignation of Men, and pay whatever 


Penalty the Law inflicts; that if they 
| will 
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they may fir Wrath, that the Name 


= reſtrained from taking the Name of 


A Sr RMO oor Seats.” 


will not obey u for v1 


-® of Gop be not blaſphemed. * 
BbTHet me rather end with hop- 
ing, deſiring, and with praying, that 
the Senſe of Gop's Honour, the Senſe 
of his Command, the Senſe of their 
Duty, and their great Danger, may 
anfluence them to Conſideration, Re- 
pentance, and Amendment, more than 
the Fear of Man; and that, by all, 


or any Means, they may be evermore 


the Loxp their Gop in vain; and may 
for evermore remember, that He will 

not bold him guiltleſs that taketh bis 
Name i in vain. 


